Jeff Lang “Carried in Mind” Statement
'"Carried In Mind" is my new recording. A batch of brand-new, reconditioned, rust-removed, freshly ventilated, instinct-driven musical conversations between sleep-deprived, cheaply-clothed, (mostly) freshly-shaven, (partially) clean-living, flinty-eyed gentlemen wielding precision instruments with all due care and respect. 

The title "Carried In Mind" refers to the kind of hauntings that prey on everyday people, growing from common stuff, things that seemed innocuous at the time: a half-heard comment that stays with you after most other events from that night in that bar have sunk back into the blotting paper, words that ricochet between your memory and the paranoid voices in your head, back-and-forth, over-and-over, until they've spun around enough to have mutated into something possibly more sinister, something more laden with secret meanings than you might have a right to speculate on. For example; memories of things both real or imagined can haunt a mind, is what I’m saying. 
The title deals with that. As do many of the songs, in their own way. The past is funny - it can be running in front of you kicking chairs in your path if you dwell on it too much. We were there together but we recall it a different way, so what is real? Well, I know I'M here...

I had the distinct pleasure of pushing these songs around in a room with the stellar talents of Danny McKenna on drums, Grant Cummerford on bass and on a good many of the tunes the wonderful Garrett Costigan on pedal steel. I bleated in my customary fashion whilst scraping the wires of my various guitarotrons and occasionally playing back loops off an old Sony cassette player that was in the room with us plugged through a Fender guitar amp. Our pal Dave Manton recorded all of this onto certified 1970s era recording media with very fine microphones placed right in our zones, so to speak.


We played and sung at once, all shaking the same air around and vibrating the walls at the same time. Colin Wynne at 30 Mill Studios mixed it and it was given a final baking by Jack The Bear at Deluxe Mastering. I really enjoyed making this record. The guys all played out of their skins and I was lucky enough to be there and see what that looked like. "Carried in Mind" is what it sounded like. I really hope you hear it and that some part of it stays with you and that you enjoy it's company, that's all. Anything more is cream.' 
Jeff Lang, in a hotel room in New Plymouth, NZ August 2011.

